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‘NaWional Forum for Housing RighWs’ Launched on Porld HabiWaW Day 

New DelhiH OcWober 1H 2012 

 
AW  a  preVV  conference  UelT  in  New  MelUi  on  WUe  occaVion  of  PorlT  HabiWaW  May  –  celebraWeT  on  WUe  firVW  
MonTay of OcWober every year – WUe National Forum for Housing Rights (NFHR) waV officially launcUeT. 
TUiV evenW waV accompanieT by VimulWaneouV preVV meeWV launcUing NFHR in WUe ciWieV of ViVUakapaWnamH 
BUopalH AllaUabaTH MumbaiH InTore anT Lucknow.  

InTu PrakaVU SingUH convenor of NFHR anT UeaT of WUe urban poverWy programme aW InTo-Global Social 
Service SocietyH explaineT WUaW NFHR iV a coaliWion of organiYaWionVH neWworkVH inVWiWuWionVH Vocial 
movemenWV anT inTiviTualV acroVV InTia commiWWeT Wo working aW mulWiple levelV Wo promoWe WUe reVpecWH 
proWecWion anT fulfilmenW of WUe Uuman rigUW Wo aTequaWe UouVing anT relaWeT rigUWVH incluTing proWecWion 
againVW forceT evicWionVH eVpecially for WUe moVW marginaliVeT. “ConcerneT WUaW WUe ViWuaWion of UouVing anT 
living conTiWionV in InTia UaV been worVening anT WUe number of UomeleVV anT WUoVe living in aTverVe 
conTiWionV conWinueV Wo riVeH anT given WUe lack of aTequaWe governmenW reVponVeH UouVing rigUWV acWiviVWV 
anT organiYaWionV acroVV InTia felW WUe neeT Wo come WogeWUer anT form a VWrong naWional campaignH” Ue 
VaiT.  

Bipin RaiH co-convenor NFHRH proviTeT a brief UiVWory of WUe UouVing rigUWV movemenW in InTia anT WUe 
conWexW for WUe launcU of NFHR. TUe UouVing rigUWV movemenW in InTia UaV been acWive for WUe laVW 30 yearV. 
AlWUougU WUere Uave been Veveral cUallengeVH WUe movemenW UaV conWinueT in TifferenW formV anT aW 
variouV fronWV. In 1986H WUe National Campaign for Housing Rights waV launcUeTH wUicU workeT effecWively 
for arounT eigUW yearV. From 1994 unWil 2000H a number of VWaWe level campaignV were acWive in InTia. From 
2000 - 2005H a new alliance calleT WUe National Forum for Housing Rights (NFHR) workeT acroVV urban InTia 
WowarTV enVuring “HouVing for All.” Muring WUe yearV 2005-2011H WUougU Veveral organiYaWionVH neWworkV 
anT movemenWV conWinueT working on TifferenW TimenVionV of UouVing rigUWV acroVV InTiaH anT VWaWe level 
UouVing rigUWV campaignV conWinueTH WUey were noW organiVeT aV one naWional movemenW. In 2010-2011H aW 
Veveral meeWingVH WUe neeT for reviving NFHR waV felW anT arWiculaWeT.  AW a naWional meeWing UelT in InTore 
in AuguVW 2012H NFHR waV formally conVWiWuWeT again wiWU Veven co-convenorV from TifferenW parWV of InTia 
aVVuming reVponVibiliWy for TifferenW WaVkV. On 1 OcWober 2012H wUicU iV PorlT HabiWaW MayH NFHR iV being 
publicly launcUeT wiWU WUe manTaWe Wo builT an incluVive anT parWicipaWory naWional movemenW commiWWeT 
Wo promoWing WUe realiVaWion of UouVing rigUWV.  

SUivani CUauTUryH aVVociaWe TirecWor of Housing anT LanT Rights Network anT co-convenor NFHRH VWaWeT 
WUaW UouVing iV a Uuman rigUW guaranWeeT in inWernaWional law anT upUelT in numerouV juTgemenWV of WUe 
Honourable Supreme CourW of InTia anT Veveral HigU CourWV. MeVpiWe WUiVH millionV of people in InTia To noW 
Uave acceVV Wo aTequaWe UouVingH baVic VerviceV anT liveliUooT opWionV. IW iV a maWWer of greaW VUame anT 
TiVWreVV WUaW more WUan Ualf of InTia’V urban populaWion liveV anT workV wiWUouW VecuriWy of WenureH anT in 
exWremely inaTequaWe UouVing anT living conTiWionV. Nconomic globaliVaWion policieV Uave exacerbaWeT 
VpeculaWion in lanT anT properWy; brougUW abouW a markeT cUange in lanT uVeH planning anT TiVWribuWion; 
anT Uave greaWly affecWeT ownerVUip rigUWV on vacanW lanT in ciWieV. PiWUin WUiV conWexWH VpaceV for WUe 
urban poor in ciWieV anT WownV are rapiTly VUrinking. MiVWreVV migraWion from rural Wo urban areaV anT forceT 
evicWionV are reVulWing in TiVplacemenW anT growing UomeleVVneVV anT lanTleVVneVV. BuW WUe lanT 
acquiViWion anT reVeWWlemenW bill currenWly being TiVcuVVeT by a Group of MiniVWerVH ToeV noW Uave VufficienW 



proWecWionV for Uuman rigUWVH neiWUer ToeV iW aTTreVV WUe iVVue of urban TiVplacemenW aTequaWely. “On 
PorlT HabiWaW MayH WUe governmenW muVW reaffirm iWV commiWmenW Wo meeWing iWV naWional anT inWernaWional 
legal obligaWionV Wo proviTing aTequaWe UouVing for allH” VUe VWreVVeT. 

AmiWa JoVepU from Business anT Community FounTationH anT Shahri AThikar Manch: Begharon Ke Saath 
Trew aWWenWion Wo WUe naWional urban UouVing VUorWage aW WUe enT of WUe NlevenWU Five-Year PlanH wUicU waV 
eVWimaWeT Wo be 26.53 millionH 99% of wUicU waV for Nconomically Peaker SecWionV anT Low Income 
GroupV. GovernmenW policieV anT programmeV like JawaUarlal NeUru NaWional Urban Renewal MiVVion 
(JnNURM) are furWUer puVUing WUe urban poor WowarTV WUe fringeVH wUere aTequaWe UouVingH baVic 
ameniWieV anT liveliUooT opWionV are noW available. SUe Trew aWWenWion Wo WUe iVVue of regulariVaWion of 
VeWWlemenWV in MelUi calling for legal recogniWion anT proviVion of baVic VerviceV in VlumV anT informal 
VeWWlemenWV. 

AVUok PanTey of Beghar MazToor Sangharsh Samiti – a movemenW of WUe UomeleVV in MelUi – TeVcribeT WUe 
groVVly inaTequaWe conTiWionV of WUe urban poor anT UomeleVV. MeVpiWe Veveral progreVVive orTerV from WUe 
HigU CourW of MelUiH WUe ViWuaWion of UomeleVVneVV in MelUi UaV noW improveT. He welcomeT WUe formaWion 
of NFHR aV a plaWform Wo raiVe WUe iVVue of UouVing rigUWV anT UomeleVVneVV aW WUe naWional level.  

UVUa RamanaWUanH a legal reVearcUerH wUile VupporWing WUe launcU of NFHRH Trew aWWenWion Wo regreVVive 
lawV WUaW impeTe WUe realiVaWion of UouVing anT lanT rigUWV in InTia. SUe raiVeT concernV abouW WUe Bombay 
Prevention of Begging Act 1959 WUaW criminaliVeV WUe viVibly poorH anT alVo Trew aWWenWion Wo WUe 
problemaWic TefiniWion of ‘public inWereVW’ in WUe TrafW lanT acquiViWion anT reVeWWlemenW bill (recenWly 
renameT WUe Right to Fair CompensationH ResettlementH Rehabilitation anT Transparency in LanT Acquisition 
Bill).   

NFHR will moniWor TevelopmenWV of naWional imporWance wiWU regarT Wo UouVing anT lanT iVVueVH incluTing 
WUe lanT acquiViWion anT reVeWWlemenW billH Rajiv AwaV Yojana anT JnNURM.  

MemberV announceT WUaW NFHR will iniWially focuV on WUe following five WUemaWic areaV of work WUrougU 
reVearcUH publicaWionH informaWion TiVVeminaWionH aTvocacy anT VWraWegic campaignVJ  

· HomeleVVneVV; 
· ForceT NvicWionV; 
· SecuriWy of Tenure;  
· In ViWu upgraTaWion; anTH 
· ReVeWWlemenW anT ReUabiliWaWion.  

NFHR will alVo uVe WUe ‘rigUW Wo WUe ciWy’ framework Wo promoWe equiWable anT incluVive urban TevelopmenW 
anT UouVing policieV.  

Over WUe nexW yearH NFHR will organiVe VWaWe conVulWaWionV anT work Wo expanT iWV memberVUip aV well aV 
Tevelop iWV poViWion anT VWraWegy on WUe above iVVueV.  

 

 
For more information please contact: InTu Prakash Singh (99113 62925)H Bipin Rai (99990 46469)  

Shivani ChauThry (9818 205234) or write to nfhrinTia@gmail.com  
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