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Women’s Land Rights in Asia’

Overview their productvity, a pri
sector’s under perfor man

n Asia, |l and issues aft®@athtwomen Iigi veayst Hehata
call for serious del i byprfetnong@add jacsttongs Sl o
it to say, t he Iegitm@&@qwaotnece[aﬁdofribﬁ{nglesh
transcend generatonslrg\pedstgp gr|aapnic rhproveme
borders. Ataining a Stabtlheeyl'cvaenln'ohtoofc’cenk et(ptghé:)
resource needs and havi gd?%g%teacc%ussslntg aarger‘
just some of the issuesthh t a ECth women. &'IohCerIe
however, a pressing need t3" hnéeen C(t'\q)téjoa\\/\v%é's oo Wr
WO men I n partcul ar . Theanﬂo th' ea%\(,veeqqqlny 2he
CptoVol r *Dyrcdkr'\’%[el'e“\%/&'ﬁe'n ’

numbers and the conditoR" @3UCpy
lies on the fringes of tShte?lgel obaas &vc®MofmicCaden®
give up their Il and (Moni

r

Agriculture is the main drive of economic grow
i n many developing AsiTdirereaeousntiiné€s easvwhiedr eeVvi d
women’'s contributon is eeffueaClt St o2 oWOomEt e HEAt A Gt W
men (FAO, 2011). Howevieest deapage a hRieceaeroftch

role in agriculture, mo8WNn.womehenr@mhemi Nnyo BER
Rural women are neithesthrattoghi £&d rembaung h
compensated for their |1 BBYEertWwhi(QWi BHBOPLAES 2]
preparaton, plantng, weevendd msghi p woad ki $ " Vvenas a
backyard gardens, harvésftCthd,i t Wakfrgd.cawat edf

| ivestomckay nothing of €Rei wWwatkthRrbkyenaablaes worn

home to support and feeddltlhoeCiart ef ampppPEsces fairl

{Wicke_ri & Kal han, 2009) .
As an FAO report (2011) points out , many
ture

constraints wo men face i n agricul hamper s
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Securing a woman’s rightalt.o 20In3d) .t hdoweWhwer cubnVv g

or resides in not only oe@awnd owanbdersotie| ygr oivii de 0 fl (
and shelter for hersel faA@amortihtey pge@®! @ CENdent elre
ca+iet is one of the mosthyagliwgi glagnfgoundiadongndorc
propelling and sustainjpg|erLbroquer deweerl opyme Nit 5 n
initatves that are benefacnl aéxafrﬂﬂlé"‘,"l'atest censu
However,—bigaesrecderlegislatomlsrg?ts%k}itr)n?tn\g?%rr] the.num
customary pr afce maelse amednpan’mntH{g 'hstruments Wlt.h
under mi ne women'’ s stat%%r'8g|té‘é§ntsseCtaonrd(Ph'll
benefciaries of their ownlUMlyseeSss 1 nstances acro

t hat women’s | and owners

Women are ofen wused as
Challenges l aws or |l and ceilings, a

Cambodia and the Philipp

[ AYAGSR fFYR 28y SNHEKALMenN hiding amassed wealt
Throughout Asia, women’$eMmMahg FPHARI¥CRreAlihpye
and women’s land ownersh®pdyvRirghiss may jhi ndgteh ay
claim that women are leé@rfPiREFFErto&hBANnthafAg tA
men, the scarcity of naP&n&XEYyCtEFFAedbENEALtVEMyEK

on women' s | and ownersh\}\,(pmeanndwypdogjq)rt(ywnriggha
not withstanding (Kieranweaeltth9|fan?iolli5e)s-. W(p,mq\pép‘.

across the region indeedy nIWWn EPESWHET d3PEY wd BSIE
l and than me n , i n term%n@fupﬁé,h gHaBtby ‘("(‘:@RC
quality, but the gender| g0m@Powntr SOHhNBaARHY I Adé&n
small er than in South Asdiagass cannot even pinpoi
Sumai ya, 2013) . Thi s own
Il n Bangl adesh, WO me n OWneqlan-tleos%V\Pift hl anct .y ad U te otnht &
percentage of | andowner s wh o ar e WO me n i s
22.61% in 2012 (Kieran, !et dzf dildzNB 2DHE 50 [ 0 NA ¢ iNDOK &
women own 14% of | and i nTh2e01dr i(rSBaviapmi emat hah, wetmer
al ., 2011) . Only 9. 7% oifng\Neapianieid wroaore n p ooevmi rl emtd
solely in 2011 (MinistrArogbtaldlewn!l tihhearsd nlBd pulgarteoce
Nepal, et . al ., 2012) . Thegpbetertusge Hilaan deavieing H to
in Pakistan: only 2% of L3IGINAWONGKREC o wn sl afnrdmliyn €@
(Nat onal l nsttute of Popsal ahonc oSurutdriieess,, P a@laird tca
and I CF Internatonal , 2O0Pa3t)r.i archy can be seen
. . val ues, and, traditons, .w
Il n contrast, I n Cambodl%,vesrolvszorheand( Vc\)/rr]?rdShdéeP W
15% 1in 2010 (Kieran, et r.al 015), n

n
) ) . n o
) . at arc¢ha S |e%1 . 1 S
|l ndonesi a, 12.5% in 2018 \XIStatstcs Inﬁoanla e
power ntro e
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decisions on | and (Rao, 4230 121% .t hheni rcomeradcitt amwy mp

ri ghts ar e l'i mited and 201ldmat el y dependent on
. Thi i al t I d t ’ t ol

me n . i's soci a Sys emOHeafhse otci\4v((e)rmerp‘a%d’oHelrnadnU
of violence, poverty, anre |r)r(1lctee i%CFeSSmatroingF
and educat on, whi ch wil.al adversdlygafy ct tgheir

. i nhe |\/It nce r,gghts .to pr
producton in the | ong rbunne{to | arlnndtheun]aalryda'th
2013) . With women’ s Iim|?ed a.w eness of th?ir
. unmarrled women mus t
rights, they are more \t”zja,lkrelerable I N rac euaar

: ' ' r of
afairs including | and CISauCCSES?SEiAOSn’ (2 dment) A

Patriarchy manifests aseqeater| aalridscrrlmgmtast onf oan

3

|l ies at the core of Womenn’fs)rcpmleasssiisnwaaﬁ [ i mi t
ri ghts. Sons ar e favored over ghters, in Sout
Asia, where majority of \%@%Jnfv&hyonmaK'r'@Yy WE Ay
agriculture (Rao, 2011)Whepf, @ nhmahrsi ed, LOo0UpLtR l&%
liabilites for whom dowtiféé§ r?uﬁ‘é’t’-‘lgebﬁaiid‘ tdhe
husbands’ families (RDIW,ifez-oobgi.ntl_ﬁtll\ie”pga of |||1a
partcular, sons are cons9M%r €8Umhish It®Sei r as kah
future caretakers. Law creates an enV|ronme
R ] o L |l and ownership, estmated
LYKSNRAUFYOS LINF Oa0Sa et. al., 2015). The Phi

Religion may be found atg|tslhhe r®®dé g ®if zdld S Groii mitnad
against WO me n . Women’' s pairghtesd @6e@plwesakpeuwtedal so
when religions dictate phatewomgn marey | Ufneénairen e
me n . I n efect, they recedwret rlyesss rtubraan wvahraeta st hiep
husbands, fat her s, and ppoptweroswndol.ar\pmeni Whpy
claim their inheritance (Zreateten hpteneedabyet h

families, promptng many to_ remain silent Il nstea
(Barkat & HDRC, 2014). 't is unsurprising that

i'S uncommon: 2% in I ndia
I nheritance | aws embody jthhepakliartiamd biina sgeasn ga gaadier
women. | n South Asia, ttbq,\,n%lﬂbj(ezzq;lp)f I TEMRG Mmietr a N W

guided by religious persacbrhqjl r|th§; QJro,q]qstLodrﬁ%ryOWnc
t hat i s, Hi ndus foll ow nt1hrP| nPaai' feaegs’ taondtr'\é% fengc

Sharia |aw. together with their husb:
Musl im women have | i mi tSeodnei nlaerdi tdainscter i biuglths ,p o
being enttl ed t o hal f | @adnd whvater sthhiepi rbetmaé en s
counterparts receive. HoweaderMa ntahgiesmelna c kan ds e Dii @
i mpl ementaton. For exampheag!l adesBmanglhaadeshuamant
Paki stan r elliygrifoljhdefi mp a s & sAe. RdDf, 2013) , as wel-11 as
putng a premium on a maloeg ftahnei |Pyhinteinpbpeirn es’ sl abedp a
inheritance rights by cé6éDpR)L i ngwhiachwombabooatge ¥

up hers. Muslim women i makamgl,adast reevceeni véaadl y

ANGOC
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spouses (Phil DHRRA, 201Q@n . t heAcobhdrnghatna, datt al c
from DAR, 9.2% of agrarnuambenrefodr nvobneme fecmpd roiyeesd
own land jointly (DAR, 2a091rii;cugaARryr eoi1s2)dwi ndl i ng,

fnd empl ofyamemt ( Rd o, 2011)
Joint ownership |mpI|esgpgg§§ptm96,|bott)h niauys bjagnf
and wife. Despite such {pr0qiitSd rPaS ga@récge@rro,g@@@§
women ofen stll need thehlorpequlg@lp@,ndcsan ppég}dss{loonw
just to dinclude their mmmRes wiolmehh@actbhreBPy B énel
majority of cases, the husband, sj m@dnrﬁe’lstﬁ:@)t/e[g;j
t he recor d of rights. nhbhe |5]§Qrﬂjfd(s(é|r6$| AMo nit h & n

Philippines, many | and ptotglzgs sSAd | e b&REMi%N! Yowd
names of-whhoe ameen of ci al |l yqtiheec pleagswof .
househol ds. I n deci sions on property sal e or

management, women have 1+Hé|$e§1|ab{|'zabtudn t@ﬂsabﬁl
somet mes by preference, (Pt s 8G&YHYS Ald | Yo MERNL NG,

t hat women hana&k i ma q)e‘)(w'egdoornhlel, 2006) , b ut wh a
However, excluding the vx?oarrhalne’nscE;nha(;r%eo\;vo?nr:etnhies tlrtilr;?i
makes women vulnerable _toS ?II‘II éelnle*ﬂaitrhelrgd .
rights. In the case of oB ?fola%taﬁléjolnénnegz,tho!
separaton, t hey may (11 ? Wi h not hi ‘

ng.
Separated and divorced (I:BP@S‘QWGId()ﬁ thi2§‘§f @R § NILILIN.
exampl e cannot cl aim thefi|r BtFRERI S’ NE?NJdYanT’VRC
wi dows and SingléKl'fbéa‘“F“PeollaBPE¥ d®°d progreanmss t ma

(Moni and Sumaiya, 2013)”'Qenbdleirnd", ebri a s'egde’n.d erCo
cKS GFSYAyATrozys 27 IANRODM CafE 'O move 4n
Wo men’ s rol es i n agrlcu‘?qS' rPe? 's%'i?sngronﬁOt

i
di ferent directons. On %'ﬁ% ESHHreirf‘egHﬁ{ AsI: é
globalizaton has resultesoensritvlﬁraPOIm'eﬁ"?n? aotngJ
urban areas or Gulf countstiematicpaldegardhf rerb t
jobs, leaving the women(Mei@®zak tente afle|, ds20ild )th

€
l
stead, usually as smallhr?léjgﬁt B imed (UILO q
ANGOC, 2011Cor hlaisélas ra|2a006)co Sride:”n tgshpense fdlfef‘

phenomenon referred t o emi ni
agriculture. This trend Pi% IcCh'aenS’l B woorﬁ ngréalnwg)(}ig
life, notably |ncrea5|ngasbsuurn?j'enngs.qu@?n'%naﬁe?ve h&
more work on the farms, WVOPRMeEMdYi t¥heS 0o M&%dSshedh
househol d wor k they didedept . mdst Caymbodi a, t
Unfortunately, for manyl ewbamens Béi{ €rmte hq hdgetngder
stand in for the men, tvhei cohn |syh odid mp ebnes ahtaornmoanri ez
| ower wages for -ohre itna sskbdn@lle fanbdy FHmernestry Law tc
cases, nothing (Kelkar, [2a0n0d9 )r.i ghts of poor and

maj ority are women (Dal e\
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But accountng only for RBRdlheedd oafs smaltes ftahrame rc
while oblivious to femalgafasmewomeneads inwdi oa
t hat policies, extensi ofi Gnradtgerayms St ah@s pltadOns € Mg
“built on a partal viewasfCirRal ¢tyn Jrrhobe nmegfotg
Progr ams may disregardenglérn'd'ég thgdrcadi edhd, to

i ncl udi-thigs agsgerxegat ed dafi‘% Qansg,peimarketng fa
monitoring and evalué c?rpnofrgaymewaoq'dksequal tre
: cI reset e me nt S C
Consequently, It I S d|f ul.t 0 easure rorg e.s
i t oals of mainstr ba\”lonugsgeSI P 51
agailns 9 woene n f property rlghts
Moreover, in spite of butcreaBehB@elaetsesntiomsiagd ou
wo me n, we st | ack s udbcuiseen t knowl edge on
wo men, especially t heir Iand ri ghts. Avail abl

studies on women tend YN Wae/y%pgrem d 2§ @ffapol ic
women'’ s i ssues, sklrtngCOdhI egolalntdcafpgfm%le%tqutv
mat er of | and rights (§FAI§6|K%m§§@@é§‘te2ﬁa§er

How are women afected b fE1Catncbln' ollndceleedS' ﬁ’hl}lhout
programs? How many of th On{tl‘Favoen hIes'c’>"’1rl—|towOf 9
many have access to agtlgnippé,t.antu,stgét,z%rb% tdhbems
fomhkaded households. ol fBF Fi@Mt Smafer women

headed ones? These are '\]eustssa?rVervx?sclﬁl"rqgﬁjér\)@grle%et

questons. I"egi sl aton and policies |

I f dencaikseiresn turn a deaf e
Geneébdri ndness render s waoayeerie ni B Ykasi PleeeallThi fj ust
invisibility results I Ngnbheorctornginued negl ect
women’' s specifc needs and the | ack of recognitor
of their rights. For wormhgmRAtIS yhbdzd 4 ¥\ yiQrdo nO dizsh(
fringes of devel opment gaygRADIEy284anFGl2zeySPYi ggosSt
mar ginali zed sector, defd AVvigfraat ee eb68KYys pagsysbe
made to specifcally inclpydse pypmein 33¢ r esredy ¢ hr @

0

programs. SEIFOSNDPIGSR o6& o0SAy3a AYR
: . o éGNszzlzlfS HR2S (NGBNUYTANIL S 2 & S (TR
FlnalIy-blagseerddewol|C|es,OS oltleAdy. }\y le_rN f{Sf a;)\l.“
percepton that women args dep KGNS Rl fEF010)
wi t h | esser capab|Iltesdléé@gdgvavamef kg)g’;r‘ tn
di scriminate against Wor\pv%%en-rhaens %eeri1%er ibniqaiseesr
ar e mani fested i n rellglooculset %dwFPﬁt8%%5%|naa%1Nts
prevailing in many SouthI aAWSSI aV\r/]|thurn<ta (ji{sgh to | ar
CEDAW shines | i gbhitasedaht h geonmde rwdman aared patoher
di scriminatory practces,biaamsddbi adai ssgnawoomeyn.st &
t o i mpl ement i ts actonpaageandaealgaisnysstt ems8ch wo

practces, although thisuynd@erweeapkrleys etnfear aend t ¢t Rd¢

ANGOC
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Asi de from patriarchalTheysAtllePnrs, bri Bé&ngAspamer

| ndi genous Peopl es Pacdi sphaeemensgummartiradsal g
common chall enges conftroonitMdgi g einnoduisg etnfbers decl ir
women: the contnuing | osashdpfS qcCamegbsmem atrdgitng i@ sn

resources due to conservoatorln'é(reééé‘ooldanﬂ‘ab?%bbhen‘
forced evictons, and i P € NcYr & Nyl noanllni nton qer |
traditonal livelihood 96F$6 Ledvor !H@ omes
. heal,t A‘PP, T
i mpl ement aton of pollcy and e [ VISI ns 0.n
indi genous peopl e’ s (prlenrl ecneoS Ino e o est
|_n 9 _ rabbli wWrer ¥ rR/nme% fn
rights; and politcal roefprteﬁ§|Pn’cusmt'd );lgvgl |
persecuton, - Lamldmaelxtrlallylayagssan °Hi n a Desa 2013
indi genous women | and r ijgghytgs a’f‘@(ﬁl}’|'§|ttsons in the

Lao PDR, l ndonesi a, Nepa

name a few, have resul't

harassment and expl oi-tat

headed househol ds, and g

FPP, 2011).

Il ndi genous women can and
defending t heir | and roi
indigenous tribe in Misatl
women have strengthened
customary governance
partci pat ng-maakser d e cciosnicoenr
governing of mining in t
their | eadership remains
"TAAT xi T AT 1T & 371 00EAOT - ETAAT AT DAOA 0|2EOQ1@§))E_O "1 AAT $ATAA #AOATTTUS
0EI 6T AU $AOA AA 6AOA 1 &£ 0!'&)$h OEEI EPDPET AOS8
Sadl vy, “big developmentF"nally’encr%l%rﬁ‘f% r r[;'g','
indigenous peopl es’ cusEn%an?E/’ Iasnds f hr dghaoguatI|
the region, threatening hgeh| r> c‘ehclttvu'rset TcQ/\loel an
| ands occupy foreshs Iandes m?n%r%lfg tng for wh
coveted by commerci al ffa"n”& n& venPnPlen'{% t'aall’ all
interesssaleapgejects Iyayigachieve gender justice for land
dams i n Nepal and mi ni ht
Philippines result in frlgs nb o «
about 2.66 million ha ofhéndtgeggue R &O0pPdveesr c ol e

have been granted t o ot owaersdesr vgdln dfear jursit wat e j
compani es. Laws purportmgrtieuptatrectchndbeenges
peopl es’ rights ofen comahdceEmwith wé hean | atwsp tthi
come in the guise of n agtiosncarli nglienvaetl conp meamtd. "negl e
gener atlboins i s the agenda
Watch Asi &/ @armayaiSgni.2 LI 3
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. 2EY 22NJAy3 (261 NRa aSOdaNAy3a 62YSyQa fFyR NARIKI(
4EOI OCEI OO0 OEA OACEITh #3/ OBPT EEAUOAERCT CARAA®DDI AT ARAEDAL
BDAOOT AOO T £ OEA , AT A 7AOAE POEEAAEAOBABSLIAh POOCAHAE DA A
OATCA 1T &£ AAOCEOEOEAO OI EOOOGEAO OEA AAOOA 1T &£ xi11A1860
1 ATA OECEOOS #3/ 0 Al AOAOGA OOGOAT xI1 1 A180
| AGA1 AU EIT1AEIC DIl EAU AEA
I x AOAT AOO DOT COAI OTAAI PAECT O AKIRODOAABAREOWOAEAET 1 AAOON
AAOGAT T I AT O Al i1 6T EOGU 1 ATl AAOOG8 o011 EAU A
£l O AOET CEIC EOOOAOG O1 OEA
#3/ 0 1 AOI AE DOI COAI O AT A AADDIAIECT O IOEAOOBEAEE]T AAOO x|

xI T A1l AT A EAECEOAT OEAEO AXOK O AR & AEAOCOBERED 1 AT A
OECEOO8 ! Ol AA xEOE OEA ETI1 x1 AACA TE,OEA,QEQ - =
AOA T AcCAlT 1 U Al OEOI AA Oih <7 @ @FT TAMRIT Rl AR e AAO AP |, A
i ATAO OEAOG AOA OECEOADI I U OPAOLOAS AO A AOOEO | & #3/ 08

~OEA ¢nmnmw OEEIEPDPET A -ACITA

&1 O ET OOAT AAh OEA ! 00T AEAOEX|T| pBAG AT BEBA 2 AL DRAT &b A EOBI |
$AGAITBIATO j!,2%3aq TA& "AlCIAAROE( 2] RPCALEYEO #32# . AD/
QOAELEIC A',OOAO ;”X\ OA'EgégﬁEﬁéLLAKbAbng gJﬂfvoooE|
OECEOO8 $0O0OET ¢ OEAOA A1 60O A KOOy KkAAO A
I1'ATA 1 AxOh T OAET AT AAGN Agoggéﬁgﬁgéﬁéggﬁgfié gég @ E% !
I AxOh AT A 11 OAI AT OO EIT OAI AGET I [t g e OECEOO
pt,2sh cinq8 2A1 1 EAO AT A 11 AEI EUAOQGETTO
4EA #1111 ORPEOBABAR £ A1 OOA P #32 @ﬁ['ﬁkél.ﬁbAOETio AT A AAT T T
ET . ADPAI xIOEEIC 11 OEA Eoppg@ g NWAEA, DECEOPE AR OAAT
AT AL AGO pAT DI A ETAIOGAETC pxt hARD AT AQRICAR/AcAdEADd ET O
xTTAT60 1 AT A OECEOO AAIDAE%myéAOQ‘AOﬁtkkpkéguHETA A
I AGAT O AAOAAOA O OAET AOUG selhbAbeESIAABAY | Al AE @OA R
AAOI 00 Oi OT AAOOOAT A OEA T1ALALAATADAARERPBORRELT Ab A7 7
AEI ATOEITO T AE£ x11TA1T80 ]AiAOE@EQE%O% AFP@6gC14§§£ ET 00
O3AATTA . AOGETTAT #1171 EAOAT AR RKAROHABPO Qi &ABI A @O%A DU Af A
=1 o ermeah ,OQQA'\"X'hA',\'AA&A BAEGEAPAS OEIRMTRA LACAET O
AgpAOEAT AAO 11 EIx OEAEO R EAA A Eéh@AAAPﬁEAﬁUI-q
AAET ¢ T AAA AxAOA 1T £ OEAEO %\b%x@%?ﬁA@SoAﬁﬁb LR EA& A
Ol i A DPAOOEAEDAT OO0 AOA RNOI GAA HQ £kl b RuicedbdEve0 a6
cmpoqd #EEAE $EOOOEAO / AMEAAO OET x/

d) xAO [ AOOEAA AO Al AAO]@EAgﬁéUﬁU$ EAROKHY OfadAd | OEA
AT i AOGOEA OEI 1T Al AAS 'EOAO ) C#8 #@QA“PGM& ET 6EIi 1 ACA |, AG

, ATA 2ECEOO &l 00I 2 &Qh AxBPR L1445 N P
xT 1T AT~ O OECEOO AT A |AAO|AA %koﬁi§%¥ o% % EO%%CA OEﬁoE

EAOA OOAAAKAAA EI AANOEOEIC%%M%MA 45 PIOS PA OB L8 b
AAIl A

U EOO AO xAl186 ¢ CEOO AAOI AAAUR AO  x/

"TAT AxAOE 2AEAAL OE %@ﬁ I EOUs 2AO0OAAOAE Al AAI

d) xAO OEA YEOOO ET OEA AE@@@@A@A@A dﬁNEA@QOAEEDEA@A|,
i xT AOOEED AAOOEYEAAOAS 4EOI DREEDEA Qh$%9bAﬁ@AWA EAGA |
AANGEOAA 1 OEAO 1 ACAI E|E|%HQ@E@A'AbQQE£@QAA Joi éOh Al 7
AGpAl AET ¢ OEA AAi PAECIH - i AR AT AE AT CIT
AOOOEAO OI OOOAI GOEAT  OEA AAKEOKE OPLAAENEA #%$! 7 AOOEAI A
3OAEAAOA " AECAET R , AiIMddpaox] AOOEED | & 'A'A\AJA |

+Al DOAEAA i 3+Q OAPAOAA A

OOAi EOOAA  Oi OEA #%s! 7 A
+Al POAEAAR ¢mnpoQs
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ET T xI ARCA8 #3/ 0 DOAI EOE OAPA QG AHA 00 MA NFORE TAQO EIARTI O 1

AOG DPOI AAAAEI CO 1T A& x1 OEOAlN pOOAATAA ppWEBRUEA j#32#h
AEAT T COAOh xEE 1

OEA OOAOA
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